HOW A STATE WAS FOUNDED
When? Since the services of most important men at home had to be utilised, I began to think of all the important posts. I drew up a clear plan for the new republican organisation. On the ship crossing the Atlantic I had the peace which was necessary to reconsider matters once again and map out things. When I came to Europe I found my presidential honours in Paris and London as something quite novel. Heavens! You are President, the Head of a State. Anxiety over so great a responsibility. And now for the first time, under the aegis of Peace, the work of organising began."
He now put on his roguish expression, looked at me amusedly and said:
"To explain to you how I first became conscious of the Presidency I shall tell you a very unmilitary story which I have not yet told to anybody. In front of my hotel in New York there was a detachment of sailors to salute me for the first time as Supreme Head of a State on my departure aboard ship. When I heard they were there, I got out by the back door and cleared off. Of course it was an uncouth way of treating soldiers, and then they had to hurry to the boat. And there they were able to salute me aboard."
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